
From the desk of the President: 

Sisters and Brothers of the great Department of Maryland. I hope you are all 

having as much fun as I am. I will try to keep my message to a page so as not 

to be too much to read with all the other great information in our monthly 

mailers.  If you have any feedback on how we are sending out the information 

or the type of information we are sending out, please let us know how we can 

do a better job.  

I am going to start with an etiquette tip. If you get an email, please respond 

when you receive it, so the sender knows that at least you received it. A simple 

one-word “received” message is enough for the sender to know that at least 

the message was received and not lost. If you are receiving too many emails, let us know and we can try to 

reduce the frequency of emails. I am aware of the volume of email traffic that goes on and I hate to be a 

cause of the problem. With that, I receive many emails that are a reply to all. This should only be done if 

the entire group needs the information.  

I know some of you may be wondering if you saw the same first two paragraphs last month. For those of 

you that read the mailers I apologize for the repeat, but I believe this is very important information for you 

to remember. With today’s technology, it is next to impossible to determine if the audience you are 

addressing has received the message you are sending.  

I was so proud of Maryland for their attendance at the C.A.F.E event. Unlike other C.A.F.E events, this was 

a very somber event. This was done on purpose by National President, she wanted us all to remember the 

feeling we had on Sep 12th, 2001. I have been to this site many times over the years and every time I go, I 

see something new or something new was built, displayed, or discovered. A big thank you to all that were 

able to attend.  

The next event we had was the CoA. I want to thank District 14 and VFW Post 2621, Essex-Holly Neck 

for hosting this event. This was a new post visit for me. I was excited about the turnout we had and 

appreciative of everything we covered in the meeting. Congratulation to our newly elected Department 

Treasurer, Jackie Kimball. She has been the acting Treasurer and doing a bang-up job. It is evident that she 

worked with Carole for some time, as she has not really missed a beat with this challenging job. Please 

ensure Jackie is getting your audits and applications and any other information that she asks for.  

I dropped off Madam National President, Jane Reape, at the airport this morning so she can head off to her 

next state visit. A big shout out to everyone who came out and met our National President. For those of you 

that got a chance to talk with her, you have left a great impression on her. I had some time alone with her 

and she could not talk enough about how impressed she was with what we are doing in Maryland. She was 

also very pleased that we have such a great relationship with our VFW. In Jane’s words “The VFW and the 

VFW Auxiliary is a family. Sometimes you have disagreements and may fight with your family, but in the 

end, you come together to get the job done.”  I couldn’t have said it any better.  

We need to all remember why we joined the Auxiliary in the first place. I know for me, it was to serve the 

veterans. I am pretty sure that is true with most of you. For me, this is never about personal recognition; I 

am focused on how we can best serve those that need us. Please keep that in the back of your mind when 

you are having a tough time seeing eye to eye with each other. We all should have that in common. With 

that commonality, we should be able to build very strong and enduring bonds with members from both the 

VFW and the Auxiliary.  

If you are planning to go to the Eastern Conference, please get your checks to Jackie now. She needs to 

have money for the Bus and the Dinner tickets ASAP. We will have quite a few line officers including the 

National president at this event. If you missed her in Maryland, this is your next chance to meet and talk 

with your national line officers and President.  

  



You can always go to the Department website to get the latest information, Department directory, 

program report forms, and calendar of events to list a few of the resources. Our Department Secretary, 

Libby Dalla Tezza, does a phenomenal job at updating the website. Please go to https://vfwauxmd.org/ 

and do some looking around. There is a lot of great information that I find every time I go on that site.    

I have started my District visits and am looking forward to visiting all the districts in this great department. 

Please do not fret about the visit. I am just curious about how different districts conduct their meeting and 

want to make sure that they are getting all the support they need from the department.  This is a great time 

to display the great things your district and auxiliaries in the district, are doing to support our veterans.   

In closing, I would like to thank all of you that continue to volunteer in the hospitals and the community. It 

really warms my heart when I talk to you and find out some of the great things that you do day after day. 

Therefore we, the Department of Maryland, will always be the “beast from the East”  

 
Wayne LaFleur 

Department President 

 “Let the Good Times Roll with the Veterans.”   

 

https://vfwauxmd.org/

